
September 24, 2020

Dear School Community Members,

As we complete our second full week of school, we have some good news to share.  Please read the
updates below.

DOH Guidelines More Flexible on Members of the Same Household and COVID-19 Testing.  Last
week I explained that when a student exhibited symptoms of COVID-19 in school, the student and all
members of the same household would be sent home. Similarly, when a child had symptoms at
home, parents were required to keep all children in the household at home.  Furthermore, when a
child was kept home or sent home with symptoms, the child was not permitted to return without
getting tested for COVID-19 and providing a medical release from the child’s doctor. These rules
changed on 9/23/20.

New Rules. While children with symptoms must stay home from school, their siblings or
others in the same household who do not have symptoms may come to school.  Dansville
Schools will no longer send home asymptomatic children who live in the same household.
Furthermore, if the parent of a student with COVID like symptoms refuses to test the child,
DOH will require a 14 day quarantine.  The child will be permitted to return in-person after 14
days with a note from the child’s doctor.

The new guidelines are provided below:

Parents of a child with COVID-19 symptoms must keep the child home from school.  The
parent should consult with the child's primary care physician.  Generally, the PCP will
recommend a COVID-19 test for the child.  The child may return to school when:

1. The child's symptoms subside,
2. The child has been fever free for at least 24 hours,
3. The child has a clearance note from the child’s physician, and
4. The child tests negative for COVID-19 OR the child has been quarantined for at

least 14 days and has satisfied 1-3 above.

ASAP at GCC. On Monday, September 28, ASAP will open its doors to children in grades 4PK
through 6 whose parents checked the ASAP box on the August commitment form.  A
confirmation message will go out to those parents on Friday.  The message will include drop off
and pick up information, a daily schedule and a list of classes with teacher aides.



Importantly, Cohort B students may attend ASAP on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday next
week (9/28-9/30) while Cohort A students may attend on Thursday and Friday (10/1 & 10/2).
The following week, Cohort B students may attend on Monday and Tuesday (10/5 & 10/6) while
Cohort A students may attend on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (10/7-10/9).  We will
alternate Wednesday attendance each week that follows. Once we see what ASAP attendance
patterns look like we may be able to enroll more children. Any new requests for the program
are currently wait listed. ASAP parents should check their email for a message from me on
Friday.

Students, teachers, parents, support staff and administrators are adapting to the changes
brought on by the pandemic.  As we gain more experience with these changes we will reflect,
grow and improve.

While we long for the routines of the past and while we’re not satisfied with this new and
temporary model of teaching and learning, I can assure you that we are working incredibly hard
to make this work.  I’m proud of the effort of our students and their parents and proud of the
commitment and persistence of our teachers, coaches, support staff and administrators.

We will persist and make it through this together so keep the faith!

Sincerely,

Dr. Paul J. Alioto
Superintendent
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